2017 Orange County HomeGrown Farmers Markets Vendor Agreement

The mission statement of the Orange County HomeGrown organization, the Markets’ sponsor, is to promote the small-town neighborly values, the natural forests, the cultural and recreational opportunities, and the healthy family farms that make Orange County an attractive place to live, work, play, raise a family, start a business, or retire.  The organization operates as a community-service, nonprofit, all-volunteer organization with tax-exempt status. 

The purpose of the HomeGrown Farmers Markets is to provide income for our local producers; fresh, local products for our customers; and a gathering place that nurtures a sense of community. The Market features produce, art, crafts, baked goods and services. Our vendors or their immediate families grow, create, make and/or bake all products. The Markets’ Buck-a-Book program, an administrative function, trades and sells donated books to support the Markets financially. The Markets rely on the honesty and integrity of each vendor to sustain the Markets’ spirit. 

REVOCATION OF MARKET PARTICIPATION

As stated above, “the Markets rely on the honesty and integrity of each vendor to sustain the Markets’ spirit.”  Any vendor who is considered by the Market Steering Committee to be in violation of the rules as stated on this signed registration form or to be in violation of the “Spirit” of the Markets may have his or her participation in the Market immediately revoked and suspended for the remainder of the Market year. Any petition for re-installation into the Markets in any subsequent year will be considered by the Steering Committee on a case-by-case basis. 

SPECIFIC RULES AND GUIDELINES OF THE VENDOR’S AGREEMENT REGARDING PARTICIPATION IN THESE MARKETS ARE STATED ON THE BACK OF THIS SHEET.  

By signing below you certify that you have read, understood and intend to adhere to all rules and guidelines as stated in the 2017 Orange County HomeGrown Farmers Market Vendor Agreement and Vendor Handbook. You further understand that should you fail to comply with these guidelines, your participation in the Orange County HomeGrown Farmers Market will be terminated. 

Vendor Name: (Please print legibly.)

________________________________________________________________________

Vendor Signature: ________________________________________________________________________

Date:  ______________________________________

Review, Sign and Return with Registration Form and Payment
2017 Orange County HomeGrown Farmers Market Vendor Agreement

This “Vendor Agreement” helps ensure the Farmers Markets will provide the highest quality local products to the public. The “Vendor Agreement” helps assure that all vendors comply with the same standards. This is particularly true regarding the prohibition against reselling goods. The Markets define a "resold good" as that essential product that is not produced by the vendor’s labor. The Markets rely on the honesty and integrity of each vendor to sustain the Markets’ spirit. Vendors must accept the following rules to participate in the Markets and receive their Certificate of Authorization.

1. Orange County Home Grown Farmers Market vendors reside in Orange County, Indiana, or its contiguous counties:  Dubois, Washington, Crawford, Lawrence, or Martin 
2. Vendors register only themselves to sell their own products. This registration does not provide a vendor with the opportunity to sell items produced by persons other than the vendor.  

3. Exceptions to rule 2 are allowed in the case when vendors are physically unable to be present to sell. In such instances the vendor’s products may be sold by an immediate member of the vendor’s family on a one-time basis. Immediate family members are considered to be a spouse, parent, sibling or child. Immediate family members are not to vend such products repeatedly. To do so may jeopardize the registered vendor’s continued position with the Markets.  The Markets reserve the right of inclusion/exclusion on a case-by-case basis.

4. Separate registrations are required for each and every vendor.  
5. Vendors will sell only produce grown, products created or services rendered by the vendors.

6. Reselling is strictly prohibited!  
7. The Markets may request a vendor production–site visit. Refusal to host a site visit excludes the vendor from the Market. 

8. Vendors under the age of 18 must have their parents co-sign the vendor agreement.

9. The Markets will authorize vendors offering atypical goods or services on a case-by-case basis.
10. No live animals may be sold or given away.

11. Vendors must prominently display their Certificates of Authorization at all times at their points of sale.  Vendors must also wear their name badges at all times.

12. Orleans Farmers Market Parking:  After unloading, vendors should remove vehicles from the Square onto side streets as far away from the Market as practical, unless selling from their vehicles, thus allowing customers easy access to the Market.  Horses should be tethered beneath tree in the lot adjacent to the U.S. Post Office.  Trucks, vehicles with trailers, SUV’s and vans may not park on United Methodist Church property.  Only cars may use church parking lot.

13. Valley Farmers Market Parking:  Valley Farmers Market vendors should park in the Former Police Station lot. Vendors may only unload from the Green. 

14. Vendors must arrive to set up one-half hour prior to the Orleans Farmers Market opening and 15 minutes prior to the Valley Farmers Market opening or lose their assigned space for that day. Latecomers may set up at other available locations, under the direction of Market staff.
15. Vendors will maintain their areas during Market hours and help clean the Market area before leaving.

16. Vendors must remain at the Markets until closing time unless they have communicated to the Host Tent extenuating circumstances.  

17. Vendors who will be absent from the Orleans Market must inform a Host Table volunteer or Kim Arnold at 812-653-0977. 
18. Vendors are responsible for the behavior of their children. Vendors should not allow their children to disrupt other vendors and Market customers. Children must be supervised at all times.

The Market requests vendors who smoke to please do so in an area away from neighboring vendors and Market customers.  Market volunteers are available to staff a vendor’s booth for smoking breaks.  We ask that vendors not smoke in restrooms.  No smoking, eating or drinking is permitted in any food booth.

19.  All pets must be kept on a leash or in a carrier.  Pet owners are required to clean up any solid dog waste.  Vendors who sell baked goods may not have pets in their booths.   
20. The Market prohibits pricing it determines is noncompetitive.  Vendors should post their prices clearly for customer convenience.

21. The Market registration does not purchase a space.  The Market will honor reserved spaces to the fullest extent possible.  Circumstances may dictate that a vendor must adjust his or her space based upon circumstances.  We appreciate and expect your cooperation.  Spaces will be 10’x10’ or 5’x10’ or as assigned for vehicles/buggies. Vendors are asked to stay within the space size assigned to them. Vendors are asked to make efforts to keep the walks clear so that market shoppers can easily move about. Established vendors were grandfathered into their customary spaces from past seasons. Vendors will be assigned a permanent space when they register, if they so choose; otherwise, they will occupy a vacant space upon contacting the Host Tent. If a grandfathered space becomes available, that space will be offered on the basis of a point system.

22. Egg producers must be licensed by the State Egg Board and present a copy of the license when registering.  License must be displayed at all times.

23. Bakers/Food Handlers must comply with Health Department Guidelines.

24. We ask that vendors make a donation to the Farmers Market when they’ve had a “good day.” 
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